
Fourth Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Unit : Government and Citizenship Time: September-October Standards:

6.1.5.CivicsPI.5: Explain how government functions at the local, county, and state
level.
6.1.5.CivicsPD.4: Compare the qualifications of candidates running for local,
state, or national
public office with the responsibilities of the position.
6.1.5.CivicsPR.4: Explain how policies are developed to address public problems
6.1.5.CivicsCM.2: Use evidence from multiple sources to construct a claim about
how self-discipline and civility contribute to the common good.
6.3.5.GeoHE.1: Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about
the impact of climate change at the local or state level and propose possible
solutions.
6.3.5.GeoGI.1: Use technology to collaborate with others who have different
perspectives to examine global issues, including climate change and propose
possible solutions.

Essential Questions
● How does the government function

at the local, county,county and
state level?

● How do the qualifications of
candidates differ from local, state,
and national positions?

● How are policies developed to
address public problems?

● How can a claim be constructed
about self-discipline and civility
contributing to the common good?

● How do you plan and participate in
advocacy projects to inform others
of the impact of climate change?

● How do you use technology to
collaborate with others with
different perspectives to examine
global issues?

Enduring Understandings
● I can explain how the government

functions at different levels.
● I can compare the qualifications of

candidates running for office at
different levels.

● I can explain how policies are
developed.

● I can use evidence from multiple
sources to construct a claim on how
self-discipline and civility contribute
to the common good.

● I can plan and participate in an
advocacy project to inform others
about the impact of climate change.

● I can use technology to collaborate
with others with different
perspectives on global issues.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
Students choose one of the following:

SWBAT identify functions and responsibilities at the local, county, and
state levels (6.1.5.CivicsPI.5, 6.1.5.Civics.PD.4)
SWBAT explore how policies are developed to address public issues
(6.1.5.CivicsPR.4)
SWBAT become advocates for a climate change issue, focusing on how
choices made by individuals can contribute to a positive change
(6.1.5.CivicsCM.2,  6.3.5.GeoHE.1, 6.3.5.GeoGI.1)

Other Assessments
✔ class participation
✔ peer discussion
✔ student SS notebook entries
✔ SS group work

Materials
● TCI
● Smartboard
● Student Notebooks
● Student text (on SmartBoard or student copies)
● venn diagrams (compare/contrast)
● posters
● notebook entries
● current news clippings
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● Student Interactive Notebook copies
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Identify current local/county/state leaders
● Create a graphic organizer on local/county/state leaders roles
● Brainstorm as a class of local/county/state issues that can be addressed
● Research and analyze current decisions being made at the local/state/county levels
● Explore current policies held at the local/state/county levels
● Identify climate issues in our area
● View current climate activists and discuss their positions on advocacy
● Engage in a “clean up” around the school campus
● Research and discuss contributions from various races and ethnic groups. Recognize Black History Month,

Women in History, Latinx Heritage and Asian American and Pacific Islander with lessons.

REINFORCEMENT
● Provide a list of local issues that can be

addressed n a township committee
meeting

ENRICHMENT
● Have students pair in groups to review

government positions. Students can
match current government leaders to
their positions and provide a brief
description of the responsibilities their
role holds.

Suggested Websites
● www.discoveryeducation.com – Human Activity & Climate Change
● www.discoveryeducation.com – The Three Branches of Government

Suggested Materials
● Readworks articles
● Scholastic News

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills; CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).
● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can aid in solving the problem
● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.

SEL
● Relationship Skills: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
● Responsible Decision-Making: Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking skills
● Social Awareness: Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety of settings
● Self-Management: Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
● Self-Awareness: Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

ELA
● SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas

and expressing their own clearly.
● SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use

formal English when appropriate to task and situation.
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Unit : North America’s First People Time: November-January Standards:

6.1.5.GeoPP.1: Compare and contrast characteristics of
regions in the United States based on culture, economics, and
physical characteristics to understand the concept of
regionalism.
6.1.5.GeoPP.3: Use geographic models to describe how
human movement relates to the location of natural resources
and sometimes results in conflict.
6.1.5.GeoPP.5: Describe how the migration and settlement
patterns of Native American groups impacted different
regions of the Western Hemisphere
6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how the
search for natural resources resulted in conflict and
cooperation among European colonists and Native American
resulting in changes to conditions.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.7: Evaluate the initial and lasting impact of
slavery using sources that represent multiple perspectives.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.8: Make evidence-based inferences to
describe how the influence of Native American groups,
including the Lenni Lenape culture, is manifested in different
regions of New Jersey.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various groups,
voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and
America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to
describe the challenges they encountered.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.3: Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the
impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture,
and culture.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.4: Compare and contrast gender roles,
religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of
Native American groups.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different
interpretations of experiences and events by people with
different cultural or individual perspectives.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand
the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.

Essential Questions
● How do different regions of the United States

differ?
● How does human movement relate to the

location of natural resources and how it
sometimes results in conflict?

● How did the migration and settlement patterns
of Native American groups impact different
regions of the Western Hemisphere?

● How did the search for natural resources result
in conflict and cooperation among European
colonists and Native Americas resulting in
changes to conditions?

● How did slavery’s initial and last impact affect
different perspectives?

● How did the Native American groups influence
different regions of New Jersey?

● What were the challenges various groups
encountered immigrating to New Jersey and
America?

● How did the Columbian Exchange impact
ecology, agriculture, and culture?

● How did gender roles, religion, values, cultural
practices, and political systems of NAtive
American groups differ?

● How do different experiences impact various
perspectives?

● Why is it important to understand the
perspectives of other cultures in an
interconnected world?

Enduring Understandings
● I can compare and contrast the

characteristics of regions in the United
States.

● I can describe how human movement relates
to natural resources and how that can result
in conflict.

● I can describe how migration and settlement
patterns of Native Amerricasn impacted
regions of the Western Hemisphere.

● I can examine how the search for natural
resources resulted in conflict.

● I can evaluate the initial and lasting impact of
slavery in regards to the West Africa Trade.

● I can infer how the influence of Native
American groups manifested in different
regions of New Jersey.

● I can describe reasons various groups
immigrated to New Jersey and America and
the challenges they encountered.

● I can evaluate the impact of the Columbian
Exchange.

● I can compare and contrast gender roles,
religion, values, cultural practices, and
political systems of Native American groups.

● I can evaluate the impact different
experiences have on perspectives.

● I can describe the importance of
understanding different perspectives in an
interconnected world.
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Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT describe migration patterns and human  movements and identify the purpose of a
migration and settlement (ie: natural resources) and potential conflict that may arise with
said movement (6.1.5.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoPP.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.5, 6.1.5.GeoSV.5)

SWBAT evaluate the Columbian Exchange and Amistad and its impacts on slavery, culture,
agriculture, etc (6.1.5.HistoryCC.7, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.3)

SWBAT explore various groups that have immigrated to New Jersey or the United States of
America and discuss the importance of cultural diversity, perspectives, impacts, and events
(6.1.5.HistoryUP.1, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7)

SWBAT compare/contrast roles in Native American tribes and identify where specific Native
American tribes (example: Lenni Lenape) have affected regional areas of New Jersey
(6.1.5.HistoryCC.8, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.4)

Other Assessments
✔ class participation
✔ peer discussion
✔ student SS notebook entries
✔ Teacher observations

Materials
● TCI
● Smartboard
● Student Notebooks
● crayons/colored pencils
● markers
● rulers
● lined paper
● Chromebooks

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Map out migration and human movement patterns on a map
● Reader’s theatre activities on immigration
● Explore Lenni Lenape culture and artifacts
● Trace the route of the Columbian Exchange
● Compare contrast roles of Native American tribes to current day roles in households
● (Amistad Lesson):

1. Preview: Analyze an image of a slave auction.
2. Activity: Examine images and read about how Africans responded to

enslavement in West Africa, during the Middle Passage, and in the colonies.
3. Reading Further: Identify some aspects of life for enslaved Africans and

consider the ways in which plantation owners responded to these activities.
4. Vocabulary: Review vocabulary terms- Middle Passage, overseer, slave auction,

slave trade, spiritual, triangular trade
5. Processing: Write a three-paragraph essay explaining different ways that

slaves responded to their new lives.

REINFORCEMENT
● Cut apart state maps by county to create a jigsaw puzzle. Note

Native American settlement on map.
● Explain purpose for human movement/immigration

ENRICHMENT
● Respond to a writing prompt that requires students to have the

point of view of an immigrant child

Suggested Websites
● www.discoveryeducation.com - Columbian Exchange
● www.readworks.org - Immigration

Suggested Materials
● Readworks Articles
● Scholastic News
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● www.readworks.org - Famous Immigrants

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason; CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.
● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).
● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can aid in solving the problem
● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).

SEL
● Relationship Skills: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
● Responsible Decision-Making: Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking skills
● Social Awareness: Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety of settings
● Self-Management: Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
● Self-Awareness: Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

ELA
● SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas

and expressing their own clearly.
● SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use

formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Date of BOE Approval:
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Unit : Explorers Time: February-March Standards:

6.1.5.GeoSV.3: Demonstrate how to use digital geographic
tools, maps and globes to measure distances and determine
time zones, and locations using latitude and longitude.
6.1.5.GeoSV.4: Use a variety of geographic representations to
describe the similarities and differences between places in
New Jersey, the United States and the world (e.g., maps, data
visualizations, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other
photographs, GPS).
6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how the
search for natural resources resulted in conflict and
cooperation among European colonists and Native American
resulting in changes to conditions.
6.1.5.EconGE.3: Use economic data to explain how trade
leads to increasing economic interdependence among nations.
6.1.5.EconGE.5: Evaluate the economic impact of science
and technology innovations on European exploration.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various groups,
voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and
America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to
describe the challenges they encountered.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different
interpretations of experiences and events by people with
different cultural or individual perspectives.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand
the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.
6.1.5.HistorySE.1: Examine multiple accounts of early
European explorations of North America including major
land and water routes, reasons for exploration, and the impact
the exploration had.

Essential Questions
● How can digital tools , maps and globes measure

distances and determine time zones, and locations
using longitude and latitude

● How can maps and other tools be used to describe
similarities and differences between places in New
Jersey, the United States and the world?

● How can geographic data assist to examine how the
search for natural resources resulted in conflict and
cooperation among European Colonists and Native
Amerrcians?

● How did trades lead to increasing economic
interdependence among nations?

● How did science and technology innovations impact
European explorations?

● What were the challenges various groups
encountered immigrating to New Jersey and
America?

● How do different experiences impact various
perspectives?

● Why is it important to understand the perspectives
of other cultures in an interconnected world?

● How did early European exploration impact North
America?

Enduring Understandings
● I can demonstrate how to use

geographical tools to measure
distances, determine time zones,
longitude and latitude.

● I can use geographical tools to
represent similarities and differences
between places like New Jersey, the
United States, and the world.

● I can use geographical data to examine
how the search for natural resources
resulted in conflict and cooperation.

● I can explain how trade leads to
increasing economic interdependence
among nations.

● I can evaluate the economic impact of
science and technology innovations on
European exploration.

● I can describe reasons various groups
immigrated to New Jersey and America
and the challenges they encountered.

● I can evaluate the impact of different
experiences have on perspectives.

● I can describe the importance of
understanding different perspectives in
an interconnected world.

● I can examine how early European
explorations impacted North America.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT explore various groups that have immigrated to New Jersey or the United States
of America and discuss the importance of cultural diversity, perspectives, impacts, and
events (6.1.5.HistoryUP.1, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7)

Other Assessments
✔ class participation
✔ peer discussion
✔ student SS notebook entries
✔ SS group work
✔ Projects and activities
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SWBAT utilize geographical tools (maps, globes, diagrams, etc) to examine distances, time
zones, natural resources, and compare/contrast these findings with New Jersey, United
States of America, and the world (6.1.5GeoSV.3, 6.1.5.GeoSV.4, 6.1.5.GeoSV.5)

SWBAT explain how trading routes can create independence for a country and evaluate
the impact technology and science had on European exploration (6.1.5.EconGE.3,
6.1.5.EconGE.5)

SWBAT examine early European explorations of North America, focusing on land/water
routes, explain reasons for exploration, and the impacts of exploration (6.1.5.HistorySE.1)

Materials
● TCI
● Smartboard
● Student Notebooks
● Blank world maps
● Crayons
● Pencils
● Globe
● Maps

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Identify major locations on a map by using the longitude and latitude coordinates given
● Maps & Globes mini-book
● Song with motions: Latitude goes round and round (hand on hips and hula hoop motion) and longitude

goes up and down (alternate arms going up and down); model and have students repeat together
● Sing the Continents and Oceans song
● Identify major cities, countries, continents, bodies of water, and mountain ranges.
● locate time zones, latitude, longitude, and the global grid
● Class chart early European exploration routes on a map, track the route the explorers made
● Map out migration and human movement patterns on a map
● Reader’s theatre activities on immigration

REINFORCEMENT
● Longitude and latitude song.

ENRICHMENT
● Provide students with a map labeled with

longitude and latitude.  Give a list of
coordinates and places separately.  Students
attempt to match the location to the
coordinates.  Self-check answers with Google
Earth.

Suggested Websites
● www.brainpop.com – Longitude and latitude
● www.brainpop.com – Continents and oceans
● www.brianpop.com – GPS
● www.discoveryeducation.com – Using Maps and Globes (22 min)
● www.discoveryeducation.com – Discovering the World: Locating Places (20 min)
● www.discoveryeducation.com – Understanding and Using Globes (21 min)

Suggested Materials
● Google Earth (online)
● Coordinates matching sheets
● Chromebooks
● Scholastic News
● Readworks.org articles

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason; CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to
expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.

● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).
SEL

● Relationship Skills: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others

Date of BOE Approval:
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● Responsible Decision-Making: Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking skills
● Social Awareness: Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety of settings
● Self-Management: Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
● Self-Awareness: Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

ELA
● SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas

and expressing their own clearly.

● SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Date of BOE Approval:
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Unit :  Early Settlers Time:  April-June Standards:

6.1.5.GeoHE.3: Analyze the effects of catastrophic
environmental and technological events on human
settlements and migration.
6.1.5.EconET.2: Use quantitative data to engage in cost
benefit analyses of decisions that impact the individual and/or
community.
6.1.5.EconET.3: Explain how scarcity and choice influence
decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical documents to
determine the role they played in past and present-day
government and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower Compact,
the Declaration of Independence, the United States
Constitution, the Bill of Rights).
6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various groups,
voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and
America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to
describe the challenges they encountered.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different
interpretations of experiences and events by people with
different cultural or individual perspectives.
6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand
the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.

Essential Questions
● How did the effects of catastrophic

environmental and technological events impact
human settlement and migration?

● How does an economy affect benefits and costs
of individual choices in dealing with scarcity of
finite resources?

● How have interactions of people and events
throughout history shaped the world we
experience today?

● How are events viewed differently based on one’s
perspective?

● How are historical records shaped by the society
that the creator lived in?

Enduring Understandings
● I can analyze the effects of catastrophic

environmental and technological events
on human settlements and migration.

● I can use data to engage in cost benefit
analysis of decisions that impact the
individual and/or community.

● I can explain how scarcity and choice
influence decisions made by individuals,
communities, and nations.

● I can analyze historical documents to
determine the role they play in past and
present government and citizenship.

● I can describe reasons various groups
immigrated to New Jersey and America
and the challenges they encountered.

● I can evaluate the impact different
experiences have on perspectives.

● I can describe the importance of
understanding different perspectives in an
interconnected world.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT explore various groups that have immigrated to New Jersey or the United States of
America and discuss the importance of cultural diversity, perspectives, impacts, and events
(6.1.5.HistoryUP.1, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7)
SWBAT analyze the effects of catastrophic  environmental events on human settlement and
migration (6.1.5.GeoHE.3)
SWBAT analyze the role and impact of The Mayflower Compact (6.1.5.HistoryCC.15)
SWBAT explain scarcity and evaluate decisions based on cost/benefit analyses as individuals
and communities (6.1.5.EconET.2, 6.1.5.EconET.3)

Other Assessments
✔ teacher observation
✔ class discussions
✔ quizzes/tests
✔ projects and activities

Materials
● TCI
● crayons, colored pencils, markers
● scissors
● Chromebooks
● Maps
● Copy of The Mayflower Compact
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Explain renewable and nonrenewable resources, as well as living and nonliving natural resources by creating a
foldable.

● Students work in groups to answer questions based on The Mayflower Compact
● Role play decision making (cost/benefit) scenarios .
● Map out migration and human movement patterns on a map.
● Reader’s theatre activities on immigration.
● Create natural resources foldable.
● Studies Weekly consumable and online curriculum.
● Map out new settlements and where they originated from.
● Discuss why some early settlements survived and others did not.
● Determine what a settlement needs to survive.

REINFORCEMENT
● Students take the perspective of a

child who is migrating to a new
area and discuss the challenges
they may face

ENRICHMENT
● Students determine the

cost/benefit of making decisions
for their community and the
impacts that those decisions may
have

Suggested Websites
● www.brainpop.com (Natural Resources)
● https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americanexperience27p-soc-compa

ct/wgbh-americanexperience-the-pilgrims-mayflower-compact/(The
Mayflower Compact)

● www.discoveryeducation.com - Scarcity and Choice

Suggested Materials
● Readworks.org
● Scholastic News
● The Mayflower Compact

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason; CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation
Career Readiness:

● 9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s thinking about a topic of curiosity.
● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).

SEL
● Relationship Skills: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
● Responsible Decision-Making: Develop, implement and model effective problem solving and critical thinking skills
● Social Awareness: Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety of settings
● Self-Management: Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
● Self-Awareness: Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

ELA
● SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
● SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group

discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.
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